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The Seychelles
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'tiny islands in the
Indian Ocean




Ow the mountainous wmain tsland of
Mahe we stayed tn a Little hotel perched
on the steep green hillside divectly above
the town of Victoria. The hotel Ls hidden
behing the upper white building in this
photo.

Frove our room at the hotel we had a fine
view over the town and port of Victoria.

Here You can see what the centre of
town Looks Like on a1 busg Mmmw
morning.

The clock tower (centre right) s one of
Victoria's historic features.

Then, back to the atrport to find this
colourful Little plane designated for our
flight to Blrd (sland. (Not exactly on
tlme because they had to change the tire
flrst!)
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n the plane’s tmg cabin, too Low to
stand up stratght, we soqueezed into our
seatsjust behind the cockpit.

For the next half howr we sat enveloped
bn roaring engline notse - too Lowol for
much thought, Let alone talke. A few
mysteries remained unsolved: How old
Ls this plane? And why are the
indicators in some of the many gauges
pointing so close to the ved zones?

At Least the sea below Looked beautiful,
and calm...

Thewn the plane banked slightly - and
right on cue Bird (sland appeared below.
This isolated Little coralline sand cay is
the northernmost outlier of the
Seychelles, about 100km north of
Mahe.

rather different from landing at an
international atrport in a jumlbo jet!

(t was all Literally hands-on work for
our pilot, Lining up the small cleared
strip down the centre of Bivd (sland,
and taking care to stop bn good time.
Beyond the strip there's nothing but
deep blue ocean
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welcome to Blrd (slana!

wWithin the sereen of Low shrudbs and tall
casuarinas along the Lsland’s shoreline
we found a wide clearing, freshly
MOWI...

.. by glant tortoises!

Stmple luxury awaited us in our
private cabin, including a wide shady
veranola just perfect for bird-watching
without evew Leaving home.

Our bird-neighbours vastly
outnumbered humans, anol most
amazing, there was a gorgeous white-
tailed tropic bird cabmly sitting on her
nest right in front of our veranda.
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(£ was only a very short stroll to the
beach, with fantastic ocean views
anywhere you cared to Look, and birds
on every branch.. just a few of them in
the pies that follow below.

FM'L% tern
(qgg[s alba)

NoddLies
(Phaethon lep turis)

Madagasear Fooy
(Foudia madagascariensis)
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Some of the birds even help clean up at
breakfast time ~ plenty of Little ground
doves (also called peaceful doves or
zebva doves - Geopelia striata) that
seevned to find the tinlest and tastiest
crumbs right under our feet, but needed
a bit of help when confronted with a
plece of toast.

Blrd (sland Ls home to two rare species
of tortolses that are native to ndian
Ocean islands. The biggest are
Seyehelles glant tortoises, the smaller
ones (still much bigger than any south
Adfrican or Australion tortoises!) ave
Madagascan radiateo tortolses.

Seyehelles glant tortoise

(Sclentific name D[psochf[ys
aussunieri , also kRnoww as Geochelone
glganten)

Madagascar vadiated tortolse
(Sclentific name Geochelone radiata ov
Astrochelys radiata)

Jessie and Jules — Seychelles - November 2006 - 6



Noddg with lts chicke tn the nest.

Falry tern sitting on her single ego,
which is stmply wedged in the angle
between two branches. It Looked a most
precarious sort of ‘nest’ but evidently it
works for them.

Seychelles sunblrd at tts neatly woven
nest hanging from the casuaring
branches

(Nectarina Aussumiert)

(t was nesting season for sen turtles as
well as bivds.

Here's a hawksbill turtle emerging
from the ocean to Look for a nesting
place on the tsland.

Seyehelles hawksbills have the wausual
habit of nesting during the 0{(25,
whereas most sen turtles nest at night.
(Erftm&ahflgs mbricata)
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Even though Bird (sland is sweall, there
are so many different birds and turtles
all nesting at the same thme that the
island’s conservation officer, Robby, is
constantly on the go to keep up his
monltoring programs.

(n the photo here Robby was measuring
and tagging a hawksbill turtle among
dense shrubs on the edge of the island,
thelr favourite nesting habitat heve.

Thew, having laid her egos and
carefully covered and camouflaged her
nest, Mrs Hawksbill was in a hurry to
Leave the beach...

... oot dived as soon as she veached the
water, heading out to sea for about two
weeks of well-earned vest before
returning to lay her next eluteh of

e00s.

wWhile the hawkesbill Ladies weve

preswmably hanging out well offshore

bn deep water, Jules went snorkelling

regularly in the shallows close to the

beach.

The sea was so clear and warm that
_Jessie went tn for a quick dip too!
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Among the other bnteresting creatures
around us were these brilliant and gold
day-geckoes that scampered about the
trees as well as wp and down the frames
and rafters of our cabin.

(Phelswma sp)

Awnd there were thousands of ghost
crabs, each one diligently scooping out
‘arm-Loads’ of sand to clear out its
burrow between tioes.

( chpadf sp.)

A gorgeous sunset to round off a Lovely
day was followed by an amazingly
peaceful night despite the thousands of
nolsy birds all around us.

There were golng to be Lots wmore photos
but next day we got the terrible news of
Paul’s sudden death tn Cope Town.

The last picture here was just before our
hastily arranged early departure from
Blrd (sland - another vintage plane
ready to take us to Mahe.
BY various bigger planes we travelled
on from Mahe to Natrobl, Natrobl to
Johanmnesburg, Johannesburg to Cape
Town, to joln with family anod frienods
b mourning Paul’s passing and
celebrating his Life.
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